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Gateway Partners with Crossroads to Help Students
By Susanne Myers

Gateway has been honored to

serve the students of Crossroads

School, Hoover City Schools’

only alternative school, for over

a decade. Gateway is especially

appreciative to the Hoover City

Schools for choosing Gateway to

provide the services for their

contract to best meet the needs of

their students. 

Working with Crossroads School

allows Gateway to provide coun-

seling services in the Hoover

Community through the school

setting and go outside of the

traditional out-patient counseling

model.   Crossroads strives to

create a nurturing environment in

which students, 6th-12th grade,

can achieve personal, academic

and vocational success. The goal

of Crossroads School is to teach

students the social skills required

to become successful citizens in

an ever-changing    society. The

school is grounded in the

uniqueness and inherent worth of

the individual student. School

personnel endeavor to establish a

flexible approach to learning for

students to develop and

demonstrate the knowledge and

skills necessary for fulfilling

responsible and meaningful adult

roles. 

Gateway sends a licensed

therapist to Crossroads four days

per week to provide crisis

intervention, individual and

group counseling, and

mediation services to the

students of the school in both the

New Beginnings and Second

Chance programs to enhance

their chances of becoming

successful. 
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Alabama Air National Guard Sponsors

ILP and Residential Youth for Christmas

The members of the 117th ARW and the 117th Intel

Squadron are very special people.  Not only are they

prepared to risk their lives in the service of their

country, but they also   recognize the needs here at

home and step up to meet those needs.

This is the second year that this group, led by SSGT

Jennifer Boffa, has sponsored the young   people on

Gateway’s    residential campus for Christmas, but

this year, they added a food drive for the

Independent Living Program.

And if that wasn’t enough, they treated campus

residents and staff to BBQ following their

Christmas party and cooked them Christmas dinner!

Gateway therapist, Susanne Myers with Crossroads

School Principal, Anna Whitney.

According to Anna Whitney,

Crossroads Principal, "Our

Gateway Counselors are one

of the best resources

Crossroads school has to

offer.  They work closely with

every student in the building,

serving as a positive adult

connection. As a result of

building thoseconnections,

our counselors have had a

tremendous impact on

many of our students

including preventing

potential suicide and drug

overdoses.  In short,

Gateway counselors save

lives."
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2009-2010 Gateway Board of Directors 

Chairman - Steve Alby;  1st Vice Chairman -  Sandy Killion;  2nd Vice Chairman - Denise Moore;  Secretary - Carmelita Bivens;

Treasurer - Clyde Smith;  Asst. Treasurer - Chris Brown; Nan Baldwin, Martha Barber, Norma Grant Bell, Bob Blalock,  Derry Brice

Bunting, Carole Cain, Margaret Caley, Tom Carruthers, Heather Davies Cooper, Dick Dandurand, Leon Evans, Jr., W. Craig Fravert,

Kristi Gilmore, Glenn Goedecke, Curtis James, Walker Jones, Richard McBee, Steve McCord, Tony Porter, Teresa Tanner Pulliam, Dave

Reese, Tom Thompson, Cameron Vowell, Angela Webb-Weinberg

Gateway Associate Board

Richard T. Batson, Susan Colvin, Susan Comensky, June F. Davis, Gloria Dennard, Tom Gamble, Gillian W. Goodrich,  Douglas

Hawkins, Michael Jones, Carmine Jordan,  Carrie Kurlander, Richard I. Lehr, Andrea G. McCaskey, Max Michael, Kathy Myatt, Denise

Pomeroy, Edith Quarles,  Kate Ray, Diana Slaughter,  Dave Thompson,  Bitsy Williams

Gateway Junior Board

President - Barvette Patterson;  Vice President - Libba Vaughan;  Secretary - Karen Parsons;  Treasurer - Erik Hendon

Keith Carter, Debbie Castleberry, Donnie Dobbins, Stacy Gay, Kristi Gilmore, Jeremy Long, Karen McCoy, Erin Melaney, Christina

Smith, James Sutton, Melissa Wagoner, Mary Beth Wetzel

Mission Statement:  

Gateway is preserving, strengthening, and enriching family life through quality services provided to families and individuals in need.

President/CEO - Jim Loop       Passages Editor - Kathleen Ross 205-510-2600     www.gway.org

Introducing Members of the Gateway Family
I have served on many

nonprofit boards over many

years and have consulted with

nonprofits for the last ten years.

Throughout that involvement I

have known about Gateway and

its important work.  

As a United Way volunteer, I

served as the Chair of the

Visiting Allocation Team for

Gateway, and learned more about

what it does.  The reputation for

providing services of the highest

quality and having strong

administration was very

attractive to me.  

As I was rotating off another

board and as I considered where

I wanted to serve next, I focused

on Gateway.  Through

conversations with board

members that I knew, I let my

desire to serve on the board be

known, and soon I was invited to

serve on the Board.

I wanted to serve on Gateway’s

board so that I could use my

abilities to help a good

organization do even more great

work.  The most significant thing

I have done with Gateway is to

facilitate our strategic planning

process, which developed a new

five year plan to guide our work.

This is what I do in my

consulting business so I was able

to give my expertise to Gateway

in this way.  

This plan is

p a r t i c u l a r l y

important due

to the current

e c o n o m y ,

d e c r e a s e d

funding and

i n c r e a s i n g

needs.  

I now chair the Program

Committee as we are carefully

reviewing each of our programs

to ensure that we are using our

resources where they can have

the greatest impact.

I have been married to Glenda

for almost 42 years.  We have

two adult children who live in

Birmingham and we have the

privilege of raising our now 13

year old grandson.  

After my 33 year career with

BellSouth, I have been fortunate

to take a different direction

over the last ten years and I now

have two part time jobs.  I am

on the staff of Dawson

Baptist Church as Minister of

Stewardship and I also continue

my own business in which I

consult with churches and

nonprofit organizations.  

My corporate career prepared me

for giving back and hopefully

making a difference in my

community.

Tom

Thompson

I am very excited to serve in my

third year on the Gateway

Junior Board. I first became

involved with Gateway through

an internship with UAB’s

Master of Public Administration

program where I assisted with

marketing and fundraising

efforts. After completing my

internship, I was invited to

remain involved with the

organization through

membership on the Junior

Board.

I enjoy volunteering with

Gateway because I like

supporting an organization that

provides such a wide variety of

services to the community.

Through the Junior Board’s

involvement with the residents

at the Rushton School, we

provide experiences, education

and exposure to students who

have not had opportunities to

participate in activities that

many of us take for granted. 

Each year, we bring several

students bowling – an activity

both the kids and the Junior

Board members thoroughly

enjoy. Two years ago I spoke

with a resident as he received

his bowling shoes and asked

him if bowling was something

he enjoyed. He told me that he

wasn’t sure yet because he’d

never done it before. As the

afternoon progressed, we both

learned that he

did enjoy bowl-

ing and was, in

fact, pretty

good at it!

(Much better

than myself,

despite having

c o n s i d e r a b l y

more experience!) As amazed

as I was to learn that a 17-year-

old had never been bowling, I

was even more amazed to see

what a natural talent he had for

the sport. It’s wonderful to

expose kids to new and differ-

ent activities that they would

not experience   otherwise. 

I greatly enjoy volunteering for

Gateway and am very fortunate

to have the opportunity to

support its programs. 

I am Development Director for

Girls Inc. of Central Alabama, a

nonprofit that provides

programs that inspire girls to

become strong, smart and bold.

I am a native of the Mississippi

Golf Coast, but have been

living in Birmingham for the

past six years. I currently serve

as President of the Young

Professionals of Birmingham

and also serve as an officer for

the Rotaract Club of Shelby

County. I spend my free time

working on renovation projects

at my historic home in the

Crestwood Neighborhood. 

Erin

Melaney
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The 12th Annual
Gateway Golf Classic
Sponsored by the Junior Board of Gateway,

a United Way Agency

When: Monday, April 19, 2010
11:30 a.m. Registration, range balls and lunch
1:00 p.m. Shotgun start

Where: Highlands Golf Course
Format: 4 person modified scramble

$1250 Title Sponsorship
Includes 1 team and 1 hole sponsorship plus company logo on tournament t shirts

$250 Hole Sponsorship

$500 Team Registration or $125 Individual Registration

Prizes: For Each Member of the Winning Team
Awards ceremony and door prizes to follow play.

25 team limit. First come, first served. Please register using this form or online at www.gway.org.

YES! We want to support healthy kids & families!
We pledge our support at the indicated level:

Title Sponsorship Please call me to discuss Corporate Sponsorship $1,250
Team Sponsorship $500 HoleSponsorship $250
Mulligan Package $100/Team or $25/Golfer 2 Mulligans per player, 1 power drive per player (men tee

off from ladies tees men, ladies tee off from edge of fairway) and 1 string (explained at tournament).
I would like to make a donation of in support of the work you do.
I would like to provide prizes/items for goody bags. Please contact me.

Team/Sponsor:

Contact:

Address:

City: State: Zip: Email:

Phone: Web address:

Player 1 Handicap Player 2 Handicap

Player 3 Handicap Player 4 Handicap

Please make checks payable to:
Gateway | Attn: Jim Belk | 1401 20th Street South | Birmingham, AL 35205 | Phone: 510 2762 | Fax: 510 2621

Your contribution is tax deductible to the extent allowed by the Internal Revenue Service.
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Generous Donors Support Gateway’s Mission
Donations - Off the Wall and Golf
2010 donations will be acknowl-
edged in the next newsletter
Pamela Anderson

Bob Blalock

Mrs. Elna R. Brendel in honor of
Cameron Vowell
Blaine and Mardi Brownell in
memory of Mary Edna Porter
Heather and Spencer Cooper

Mrs. Belton Cooper

Richard L. Dandurand

Craig and Cindy Fravert

Mary Nell and Betty Glasscock in
honor of Joyce Greathouse, Dot
Underwood, Sue Vance, Carolina
Endert, and friends
Doug Horst

Mrs. Louise D. Johnson

Walker and Bill Jones in honor of
Laura & Richard Abernethy, Genie
Brannon, John & Martha Debuys,
Mrs. Crawford Johnson, Jr., Jerry
& Esthi Black, Bill & Margaret
Moor, Footsie & Allene Parnell III,
Bobby & Liz Thuston, Billy &
Wendy White, Weesie Smith, Kay &
Duncan Pace, Dalton & Jon
Blankenship, Lisa & Jack Reed,
Larry Thornton, Lisa & Bayard
Snowden
James and Sandra Keith in honor
of Walker and Bill Jones
James and Sandra Keith in memory

of Steve Balog

Sandy Killion

Jim Loop and Jeannie Duke

Alan and Cecilia Matthews

Joseph L. Nall

James Rushton

Clyde Smith

Deborah K. Strauss

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tynes in honor
of Lula Skowronek
Marshall and Connie Urist

Alabama Telco Credit Union

Alpha Chi Psi Sorority

C. Eugene Ireland Foundation

Comm. Found. of Greater B'ham

First & Emmanuel Lutheran

Church

Greater Horizons (Payless)

HealthSouth Corporation

Herbert & Peggy Stockham

Foundation

Matthew 6:2 Advised Fund 

Moulton Family Trust in honor of
Mr. & Mrs. Bo Hartsfield
Regions Financial Corporation

Regions Bank - Commercial

Banking

Shaw Carpet

Stephens Foundation

The Goodrich Foundation

Trust u/w/o Louise Thompson

Grants

Comm. Found. of Greater B'ham

Kiwanis Club of Birmingham

Macy's Foundation

Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust

Christmas 2009

Jeanne Alexander

Gabriel V. Aultman

Gredda Bailey

Rick Batson

Ashley B. Bayley

Emily Bell & Family

Amy Belt

Al and Pat Berst

Erin Bethea

J.D. Brown

Derry Bunting

Margaret Burg

Pamela Burks

Carole Cain

Anita Cates

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Carruthers III

Debbie Castleberry

Cliff Road Women

Al Clolinger in memory of Janie
Bell Clolinger
Susan Colvin

Misti Conner

Forrest J. Cook, Jr.

Heather and Spencer Cooper

Mr. and Mrs. Norman H. Cornett

Susanna Cornett

Sahra Coxe

Cindy Davis

Suzie Diamond

Camille Epps

Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Epstein in
memory of Brian Dawson
John Faure and Sue Hengel

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Fravert in
honor of Craig and Cindy Fravert
RoShelle Gaines

David N. Gillock

Kristi S. Gilmore

Berniece Gilmore in honor of
Kristi Gilmore
Mike & Gillian W. Goodrich in
honor of the Walter M. Beale,
James F. Hughey,and G. Gray
Plosser families
Janet Harris

Elaine Hipps

Fonda and Jason Hitchcock

Cynthia C. Holiness

Lisa and Harrison Howard

Kyndle Huey

Adrian A. Hughes

Kevin F. Irwin

Heather Jackson

Denisa Keith

Raquitta Kemp

Michael G. Kendrick

Pamela K. Ledbetter in memory of
Mrs. Mae Ball
Helen J. Lee in honor of Mr. and
Mrs. Todd Weeks, Mr. and Mrs.
Tony Stevens, Mr. and Mrs. Terry
Davis, Jimmie Lyn Bounds, Dr.
Katie Fry, Starla Hopkins, and Joy
King
Whitney Ligon

Jeri Liles

Dennis and Kelly Lipford

Jim Loop and Jeannie Duke

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Lovoy

Amanda Lybrand

Steve Mason

Michael W. McCauley

Michael Montali

Liz Moore

Elizabeth Carr Morrow

Mark & Kathy Myatt in honor of
Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Seibels, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Nail

Brenda Nunnelley in honor of Dick
Dandurand and Kelly Lipford
Bianca Outlaw

Janet N. Parker

Barvette Patterson

Amy Peck

Sherri Peck

Stacy Plugge and Family

Edith T. Quarles in honor of the
Todd Dorlon, James F. Allison III,
Brooks Cotton, Jr., H.P. Dorlon, Jr.,
Robert Couch, and Jim Emack, Jr.
families; Dr. & Mrs. Brooks
Cotton; Mr. & Mrs. Tom Magruder
III; Mr. & Mrs. James Emack; Mrs.
Frank Boyd, Jr.; Mr. & Mrs.
Andrew Scott; Mr. & Mrs. Felix
Hoke; and Dr. & Mrs. William
Kessler
Katherine R. Ray

Richard and Diane Reese

Venus L. Reynolds

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. Ronderos

Kathleen Ross

Carla Ross

Paul and Rhoda Ross

Diane Andress Rothrock

Bill Rush

Chenise Ryan

Virginia Scruggs

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Seibels, Jr.

Angela K. Shelton

Pastor Singleton

Christina and Martin Smith

Clyde Smith

Tracy L. Smith

Robert G. Sommerville

Christopher S. Storey

Russell R. Stutts

Hampton M. Taylor

Cynthia Terry

Tom Thompson

Pat Thompson

Brian,  Laura, and Anton Timares

Travis and Pam Tindal

Nancy Tisdale

Jeff Tolbert

Darrell W. Trott in memory of
Harry Gordon Faucette and in
honor of Denise & Darrell
Bedgood
Ken and Marty Turnage

Dr. Angela L. Vail in memory of
Natalie Caroline Vail
Gary Vandegrift

Elizabeth Vaughan

Hayward N. Warren

Jan Watson

Mary Beth Wetzel

Mr. and Mrs. Chip Whitley

Laura Whitson

Royce and Gail Willis in honor of
W. Craig Fravert
David and Laura Woodruff

Rosemary Wright

Alabama Air National Guard

Alabama Ind. Insurance Assoc.

Alabama Telco Credit Union

All Seasons Travel

All Seasons Travel

Atlantic Aviation

Birmingham Trixies

Centrix Pharmaceutical, Inc.

Dept. of Veteran Affairs

Energen Corporation

First Commercial Bank

Friendly Missionary Baptist

Church

Greystone Village Bunko Group

HealthSouth Corporation

HealthSouth Lakeshore

Rehabilitation

Hilyer & Associates CPAs

Holy Trinity Holy Cross

Hunter Street Baptist Church

Kingwood Church Nursery

LBYD, Inc.

Marzette Family

Optimist Club of Birmingham

Regions Financial - Human

Resources

Remax Advantage

Southern Store Fixtures

The Pyramid Group, L. L. P.

TurnerBatson Architects

Two Men and a Truck

UAB Career Services

UAW Local 1155

Vasa/Dugger Family

Vestavia Hills Elementary East

Waldrep Stewart & Kendrick, LLC

Walmart Store 762 - Roebuck

Walmart Store 1229 - Hoover
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Debbie Castleberry helped deliver more

than 650 Christmas stockings filled with

toiletries and toys for Gateway’s

Christmas Sponsorship Program.  When

each of the 400+ children sponsored had

received a stocking, the rest were

divided up among Gateway programs to

fill needs that occur year round.

The stockings were a donation from

Vestavia Hills Elementary East.  The

PTO, led by Kelly Lipford and Lindy

Walker, provided the funding for

Santa’s Workshop, and the students

filled the stockings.

Debbie is standing in Gateway’s

Southside lobby in front of the

Christmas tree donated by Lehr,

Middlebrooks, & Vreeland, P.C., an

annual and much appreciated  tradition.

Gateway’s Jim Belk receives gift cards along with Alice

Westery, Independent Living Program Coordinator for

Jefferson County DHR from Optimist Club member,

Nancy Ryan for the Kards for Kids annual event.  Each

teen in Gateway’s out-of-home programs (foster care,

residential, independent living) received a Walmart gift

card for Christmas.

Thursday
April 1, 2010
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Avon Theatre 
2829 7th Ave. S.
35205

Enjoy great music and wonderful hors d’oeuvres,

wine, beer, and soft drinks while you pick out

the photograph or bottle of “liquid art” you want

to take home with you!!

DDoonn’’tt  MMiissss  tthhee  PPaarrttyy  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr......

aanndd  HHeellpp  GGaatteewwaayy  HHeellpp  KKiiddss!!

For sponsorship information or to order tickets,

please contact Kathleen Ross at 510-2612 

or marketing@gway.org.  

Or use our secure website - www.gway.org

Here is how the game is played.

1.  Each ticket holder will draw a number.

2.  The person with #1 gets first choice of all the art.

3.  Everyone else will put their numbers on their

favorite pieces and hope that somebody with a lower

number won’t “bump” them.

4.  If they are “bumped,” they’ll move their numbers

to their next favorites until all the numbers are

matched with their winning art.

Now Recruiting Service-minded
Individuals  for the 

Gateway Junior Board

The Gateway Junior Board seeks active individuals 
with a passion for improving their community 

to join our diverse group.

Junior Board Members:
- represent a variety of areas of expertise.
- share a commitment to serving Gateway and its programs.
- use their time & talents through volunteering & fundraising.

The Junior Board primarily serves the Residential
Treatment Program by:
- providing projects and activities for youth ages 12-18 who

have been removed from their homes.
- working with youth who struggle with severe behavioral and

emotional problems, often due to abuse and neglect.
- serving as mentors and role models, offering education,

recreation and social opportunities.

Responsibilities Include:
- participation in a minimum of 6 of the 12 activities provided

by the Junior Board each year for the participants in the
Residential Treatment Program.
- attendanc e at a minimum of 4 meetings. (There are 6 lunch

and 6 dinner meetings each year.)
- assistance with the Junior Board golf tournament fundraiser.

Rewards Include:
- making a difference in the lives of teens and giving hope for

the future.
- developing life-long friendships with fun, caring individuals.

For additional information, contact Kathleen Ross at
marketing@gway.org or 510-2612.
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“Cake Lady” Recognized for Service to Gateway
The staff knows her as Amanda Lybrand,

but the Gateway kids call her “The Cake

Lady,” and with good reason.  Every

month, they see her once, twice, or as often

as four times, bringing personalized    birth-

day cakes and gifts to the young    people in

Gateway’s Residential Program.  She is

quick to point out that her mother and

mother-in-law have helped out, but Kakes

for Kids is her project and she is the driving

force behind it.

She got the idea for it from a People

Magazine article, and her goal is to expand

the program to include other facilities and

additional volunteers.  

NBC13 recognized Amanda in a ceremony

at Gateway as their Making a Difference

award winner for December 2009.

Amanda Lybrand (back row - center - holding plaque) is joined by her family,

Gateway staff, and representatives of NBC13 and America’s First Credit Union

as she receives her Making a Difference award.
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